Above, contemporary drawing of the 1692 earthquake that brought disaster to the great Caribbean trading centre and pirate lair of Port Royal, Jamaica. Within minutes of the first tremor, 2,000 men, women and children had died and nine-tenths of the city's 2,000 buildings had disappeared into the sea. Major underwater excavations at Port Royal began in 1966. More artifacts have now been recovered than from all the wreck sites explored in
the Caribbean during the past two decades. Below left, diver brings up a bucket of items recovered from the drowned city, while an air-lift spouts sand and water. Debris brought up by the air-lift is retained by a huge sieve in the centre of the barge. Below, two drawings, dated 1622, of salvage operations in Caribbean waters. Left, Spaniards attempting to recover a small vessel; right, primitive scoop used by early salvage engineers.
